Abstract A 45 year old man is described with Whipple's disease who presented with weight loss, lethargy, and ascites. He subsequently developed fever and a mass in the neck, but died despite antibiotic treatment and nutritional support. Necropsy showed extraintestinal lymphoma.
Whipple's disease, or intestinal lipodystrophy,' is a rare chronic systemic illness. Less (total iron 1-4 umol/l, Hb 69 g/l). Jejunal biopsy showed the typical features ofWhipple's disease, with PAS positive macrophages (Fig 3) .
The (Fig  4) . The oesophagus, stomach, small and large intestines were macroscopically normal. The small bowel mesentery was thickened and contained multiple enlarged lymph nodes (Fig 5) . The liver was large and congested, but the spleen seemed normal. There was a terminal bronchopneumonia. 
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